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attack it. Something must be done, and that soon.
The plan I have sketched is put forward with great
diffidence, but with the firm conviction that the present
anomalous state of things cannot last "much longer, and
that unless there is sufficient statesmanship in Europe to
substitute some tolerable sort of order for the existing
chaos of undefined rights and conflicting interests, a
long and disastrous war may at any moment break
out.